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of the city and of " civilized " life, rites persisted, this time
of a more attractive archaism. To so august a deity the
greatest possible sacrifice must be offered, and that, to a
people who do not sacrifice men, is an ox, a working ox.
(The Pharmakos was not sacrificed in the strict sense of the
word ; he was " cast out " or made away with, not dedicated
to the deity.) It is a terrible thing to kill a working ox ; he
has been our companion and shared our daily work, he is
almost one of us. Athens had actually a law that working
oxen were not to be sacrificed.1 But this time it must be
done ; and the whole rite, called the Bouphonia, ox-murder,
as Robertson-Smith pointed out long ago,2 is full of details
that show the sensitiveness of Athenian feeling on the
matter.3 Several oxen were driven round an altar on which
wheaten cakes were laid. Presently one of them went up
to the altar and ate a cake (thus showing that he was willingly
devoting himself, or by another interpretation committing
a sacrilege for which he needs must die). At once he is
pole-axed by a man standing ready ; a second man cuts
the beast's throat; and the slayers fly for their lives. But
murder, the shedding of blood within our social group, has
been done. The king in council must sit as a court to
determine where guilt lies. The maidens who drew the
water for sharpening the axe and knife are accused ; but no,
say they, they never handled the weapons ; it was the
sharpeners. No, say the sharpeners, they did no harm;
and they produce another man to whom they gave the
things. He in turn accuses the wielder of the axe (he has
evidently been arrested and brought back), and he the man
who cut the animal's throat. Now at last, for him there is
surely no escape ; but by a last feat of ingenuity he accuses

1  Aelian, V.H., v, 14 :   " Because he also is almost a farmer and has
shared the toil of men."   (A charming fancy ;  but was this the sole reason
for the law, or was it that the victims ought as a rule to be " intacto de
grege ", uncontaminated by secular contacts ?)

2  Religion of the Semites, pp. 286 ff.

3  Details of what follows from Porphyry, de Abstinentia, ii, 29, 30 ;   of.
Pausanias, i, 24, 4. Modern discussions by Farnell, Cults, i, pp. 56-7; Harrison>
Prolegomena, 111-12 ;  Frazer, G.B., part v, vol, ii, pp. 4 ff.